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STEP 2 

Prepare Preliminary 

Declaration of Disclosure 

Package  

STEP 3 

Have the other party personally served with Petition 

Package, Preliminary Declaration of Disclosure 

Package, and Blank Response Forms; file your Proof of 

Service with the Court 

 

Wait 30 days for a Response 

*The other party is called the “Respondent” 

The other party DOES NOT file a Response 

to the Petition 

 

This means the other party has defaulted  

The other party DOES file a Response to the Petition and pays 

a filing fee of $395.  The Respondent is now a party to the 

divorce.   

The divorce proceeds as uncontested (full agreement) or 

contested (disagreement on issues) 

STEP 4 

File a Request to Enter Default with the Court 

STEP 4 – UNCONTESTED 

If both parties agree to the terms 

of custody and visitation, child 

support, spousal support, and 

property division, then prepare 

and file a Stipulated Judgment 

with the Court.  The Judge will 

sign the Judgment and you will be 

divorced.   

 

Your divorce is final as of the 

date on the Notice of Entry of 

Judgment 

STEP 5 

Submit a Default Judgment Package with the 

Court 

 

If you want spousal support or limited visitation, 

request a default hearing.   

STEP 6 

If necessary, attend the default hearing.  

If the Court grants your request for a 

divorce, the Judge will sign the Final 

Judgment 

If no default hearing is needed, you wait to 

receive a Notice of Entry of Judgment from 

the Court.   

 

Your divorce is final as of the date on the 

Notice of Entry of Judgment.   

STEP 1 

Prepare and file Petition 

Package and pay filing fee 

of $395 (or request a fee 

waiver) 

 

*You have initiated the 

action and are called the 

“Petitioner” 

 

You may wish to consult a 

lawyer to analyze your case 

and advise you of your legal 

rights before filing your 

Petition  

STEP 4 – CONTESTED  

Some or all of the following steps may 

be taken, including but not limited to:   

 File an Order to Show Cause for 

temporary custody and visitation, 

child support, spousal support, 

attorney’s fees 

 Negotiate settlement after 

Respondent serves Preliminary 

Declaration of Disclosure 

documents 

 Conduct discovery 

 Request trial setting 

 Trial 

At any point in the litigation, both 

parties can agree to settle.  In this 

case, the parties sign a Stipulated 

Judgment.  The Judgment package 

will be submitted to the Court for 

the Judge’s signature.   


